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Ten thousand times I begged you slay no more,

Ten thousand lies you told and cannon roar! 'yt

—Song of Cornstalk

Cornstalk stood like a Titan among the great Indians of the -

1700’s.

There have been great Indian warriors and great Indiap
statesmen in American history. But few were Pasp.-
both on the battlefield and before the cou1.1c11 fires. Co :
Logan, and Tecumseh were three exceptions.

Burdened with the blood of his half-white ancestry, Logan
was at psychological odds with himself too often to be canon-
ized among the Indians of West Virginia. Cornstalk was of
pure Shawnee blood and was the living result of a breeding
program that had extended a thousand years. And it is a mat-
ter of record that Tecumseh was great because he not only used
his own talents—but also applied knowledge gained from years
of study of the life of Cornstalk.

Many Indians are more famed than Chief Cornstalk because
there were no writers or 18th Century model press agents to
record his deeds and parlay them into the startling chronicles
hat! have made Crazy Horse, Sitting Bull, Joseph, Geronimo,
aad Roman Nose 0 familiar to today’s public. Cornstalk is
prce television or movie material because so little is known of
% life—and because he has never had the build-up. Writers
Wi told about him were extravagant in their praise. To hear
e or read their sccounts, Cornstalk was little less than a
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armies  day it would
mmlﬂ oration
such an area,

Wilson's description
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of recorded accoun
or daunted, 1 t and
hn!imececov?*ift;s:ft stammering or repetition and with pe

ddressing Lord Dunmore were
s g d}aIJiasd l;zl;zsg::j 13:'3&'1:&gracefulgand attractive. I haVe
mlfd gtrl'nl:.rnﬁrst orators of Virginia, Patrick Henry and Richard
:I:ry Lee, but never have I heard one.whose ‘pOVE"ers of de-
livery surpassed those of Cornstalk on this occasion. 1

Cornstalk is one of the most co
gfthe man. “When he armm v
but spoke in a distinct and

Cornstalk spoke before Dunmore’s gafthered troo?s as he
argued for a respectable peace after the disaster at Point Pleas-
ant, when the Shawnees were defeated in what had been the

greatest Indian battle of American history.

Not too much is known of Cornstalk’s appearance, since peo-
ple who knew him were so overpowered with his personality
that words gushed into floods of vague near-worship. Soldiers
who attended the council at Charlotte said that he was taller
than the Virginia officers—and they were known to have stood
over six feet in height. That Cornstalk was a handsome man
can hardly be doubted when we learn that women were con-
stantly attracted to him, including the white wives of Virginia
settlers. Like all Shawnees, he was of the best mould of the
American Indian. The Shawnees were big Indians and they
were light of color. Yet Cornstalk stood out among them in his
piysical splendor. During the heyday of the Shawnee raids,

defending settlers were heard screaming, “
. 8, “Shoot for the tallest
one-—he may be Cornstalk!™

But he was not intended for any death on the battlefield or

Sl : '
nfmg party. He was to die at the hand of the




when challenged by a lesser man, and who wasn’t, Cornstalle
was blunt in both talk and action. Before the battle of Point
Pleasant when a chieftain labeled him a coward because he ﬂm
wanted to avoid a pitched battle, Cornstalk was calm before the
council. “If you wish to fight you shall fight,” he said. “And I
shall see to it that you do fight!” The next day this same chiet
sought to retreat in the heat of battle, and Cornstalk kept his
promise by driving the blade of his hatchet through the doubt-
er's skull. Cornstalk was not capable of fear. Two men of the
Confederacy tried to retreat on that day of battle and he killeq
them both. It was his system of maintaining immaculately

beave troops against the white man.

At the age of 38, Cornstalk appeared at a peace conference
petween the colonial administrators at Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vamis. He represented the combined Shawnees from the Ohio

and Allegheny River valleys—the tribes that had been called
“The Arabs of the New World.” In his first recorded oratory,
Cornstalk urged:

“We produce to you a certificate of the renewal of our friend-
#9p In the year 1739. Be pleased to sign it afresh that it may
#ppesr we are now admitted to your friendship, and all former
rimes are buried and forgotten.”

This was the voice of the “Shawnee Sachem”

the

St wade pleas that lives be saved and that his tribesmen be
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The Shawnees went away in disgr .
talk of peace were thrust from the parley and

istakes that coloni
This was one of the most horrible mistakes tha colon
fessional mistake-makers could hajre designed. ﬂg_ .
had no alternative but to join up with the French. They m

ng the Ohio and Allegheny Rivers and were given arms

:cclk a:;;xfnjtion and regarded as human beings by French com- L
manders. ‘
One direct result of the colonial refusal to do business with
Cornstalk was the defeat of Braddock near Pittsburgh in 1755,
Of the army of 850 men who easily defeated the British’s 1,400
regulars, about 600 fighters were the men who had followed
Cornstalk. On that one day more than 700 men died because
the white settlers had not listened to the King of the Shawnees
when he sought peace. No lesser man than George Washing-
ton had feared going against these red demons—although he
commanded his Virginians valiantly and managed to help many
of them escape the slaughter that Braddock had ordered them
into. Washington fought that day so sick that he had to have
& pillow on his saddle. There is no record that Cornstalk was
present in this battle, but many of his lesser chieftains were
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Iroqu P
with thewest Virginia south of the Kanawhs:ft"’m
‘he Shawnees who felt that they owned this land—and
certainly had no legal right for the sale. Bu
warm to Western Virginia. "
Fearing any direct action against such an accomplished ki
as Cornstalk, the Virginians plotted to kill one of Cornstalk’s
prothers to arouse the chief to do something foolish and justify
punmore’s actions of needling them toward battle. But this
plot was discovered and that disaster was avoided when sympa-
thetic whites delivered word of the scheme. Dr. John Conally,
's official spokesman, even went so far as to write a

to a friend saying “I shall pursue every measure to offend
them (the Shawnees).”

Still Cornstalk remained friendly to the British and the Vir-
ginians. Working with Chief White Eyes of the Delaware
wribes. he restrained both tribes from taking up arms and mur-
dering more white settlers. Cornstalk had one idea in this suit
for peace: he wanted to save the Indians from complete de-

gruction he knew would result from open battle. No patriot
i any nation ever took more abuse than Cornstalk took from

the eolonials  But he was steadfast in his purpose to the end.

In his Indien Wars of Pennsylvania—C. Hale Sipe says the
wars by the Virginians (Dunmore's) was “altogether unjustifi-
shie war whose bitter fruits were gathered for many years.”
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Lewis had 1,100 troops. Cornstalk’s
Mw l-' ‘ wd o Ty .. 2

Lewis was camped at Point Pleasant. Cornstal
and he headed the confederated warriors of the T
Shawnees, Mingoes and Wyandots. On the night befo:
battle, Cornstalk made his argument for peace again. He
that the Virginians were a superior force and that they
tainly had superior equipment. Their firearms were good and
they knew how to use them. Many Indians were good riflemen,
but many were still too aboriginal to understand the mechanies
of shooting and reloading at a rapid pace. The bow and ar-
row was still used in Cornstalk’s ranks—and this was no instru-
ment for this bloody day. Some of his warriors used only the

tomahawk in battle.

But the chiefs insisted on battle and reminded Cornstalk of
his duty to lead them. Cornstalk bowed to the inevitable and
promised that he would give the white forces the fight of their
ll'——qnd that he would hold the red man’s feet to the fire
until the chiefs ruled otherwise.

-




ﬁwml Cornstalk at Point Pleasant were propah
all-American team of all time. Fighting at
Elinipsico, Red Hawk, Scrappathus the Min 0, Chiy.
wyandot, Red Eagle, Blue Jacket, and P&ckimhm oah,
" of . s o *-
“Neither party could rightly claim a victory at Pojng. ? |

ml.lz“jd Drake, the foremost historian of that day, Bﬂﬁ
Shawnees dealt for peace on Dunmore’s terms, 1t th

Death of Cornstalk

The outrage and killing of Cornstalk is familiar to everyone
who knows West Virginia history,

It was the prime example of the venom that is carried in the
forked tongue and the man-serpent in wartime.

Following the “peace” at Chillicothe, Cornstalk remained at
peace with the whites in an immaculate gesture of honesty, In
the spring of 1777 when most of the Ohio tribes were going with
the English, the old chief went to the Moravians in Ohio and
explained that the Shawnee chiefs were lining up for the de-
struction of the white settlers again—that blood would flow as
sever before. He admitted he was powerless to stop them this
“me, and that the British were arming the Indians furiously

& they prepared to fight the rebelling Americans,

Sull in pursuit of peace, Cornstalk went to Point Pleasant in
ke company of young Red Hawk, a Shawnee chief, where they
warned Captain Matthew Arbuckle of the imminent disaster.
Comstalk and Red Hawk were taken prisoners and held as
Mutages. Several days later Elinipsico, Cornstalk’s son, came
" Vit M s time when a white soldier had been killed and

Olside the fort. With a ery of “let us kill the red dog,"
soldiers under Captain Hall took over the

& oy of
white
St Captaie Arbuckie




to war, I often thought each would be m gy
should return no more. I still live. Now am in the e mid
you and if you choose, you may kill me. I can die but once. It

is alike for me whether it is now or hereafter.” _ =
In 1896 the white men erected a monument to t1.1e King: af% .
Shawnees at Point Pleasant. On it is an inscription, ‘Corn-
stalk.”
The mutineers who took over the fort at Point Pleasant and
slew Cornstalk were casually tried and summarily acquitted in

the days that were to follow. After all, Cornstalk was an In-
dian—and what was worse, a Shawnee, . . .

Like most chiefs of his time, Cornstalk had more than one
name. Among these were “Cornstock,” “Monusk,” “Tanne-
buck,” and “Keigh-tuh-qua.”

The date of his birth was i
probably 1720. His first record
rasd ;«u in Rockbridge County, Virginia, where he captur:
wveral prisoners. He Was active in Pontiac's War and seems to

have been dsmigned Western Vi arring
- : 'ginia as his w ground.
g the ten yoary he was brlnsing terror in the

u&m.Ccmulkh id
’?“‘“"‘""'Mnum;; lﬂhlwklu-dunnnhn!orcu;

Valloylogys He once took
;kawmgnd-uhummymm

at Forest Hills in Summers County




::MM openly that the wmumm‘- *1e chiefy
ﬂ‘u. for all the bloodshed laid at Te-
sullowing the battle of Point Pleasant, when his qefacs.«
chiels wanted to ﬁew hostilities with lefeated
quickly t he would lead such a » Cornstalk
contingent that the Shawnees kill all their wo;“::wm the
4nd fight to the death. Cornstalk undoubtedly had hi.ehﬂdrm |
1= his check, and the gathered leaders quickly demmm .
1 shall sue for peace,” the old chief retorted. “Then i

Draper calls him a “forest-born Demosthenes.”



